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placing the ryots at the mercy of these men so long
as the light Government tax was paid, but we shut
ourselves out from taking advantage of any improve-
ment that might be made in this rich province. So
that for nearly one hundred years the revenue of
Bengal has remained stationary, while the descend-
ants of the zemindars have become great land-
owners, determined, as we have lately seen, to oppose
to the last any intervention on the part of the
Government to protect their tenants. Of the
" aristocracy " thus created at the expense of the
serious impoverishment of the ryots the less said the
better. With few exceptions they are a worthless
set.*

But the permanent settlement has protected the
province from excessive taxation, though the
advantage of this has been derived precisely by
those who ought not to have been benefited. Had
the arrangement been made with the zemindars,
simply as representatives of the districts, they being-
allowed a percentage for collection, with no power to
raise rents without the consent of the Government,
then no doubt a permanent settlement would have
greatly benefited the whole people. As it was, this
was our first great fiscal blunder in India, so far as
the interests of the agricultural population of Bengal
were concerned ; and it arose, as so many of our

* A province like Bengal proper, where the village system
has fallen to pieces of itself, was the proper field for the creation
of a peasant proprietary; but Lord Cormvallis turned it into a
country of great estates, and was compelled to take his landlords
from the tax-gatherers of his worthless predecessors. (Sir H.
Maine, "Village Communities," p. 1=54.)